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ENTRY NUMBER
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(Type all entnes - complete appIzcabIe secnons)
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€ OMMQON,

.Rose Hill

AND/'QR HISTORIC:
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(2. LOCATION

BTREET ANC NUMBEREH:

Rose Hill Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Port Tobacco

STATE copeE [COUNTY:

Maryland . 24 Charles

CODF

017

[, CLAEETélc:ATION g T - R e N

STATUS

CATEGORY ) ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) OWNERSHIP TO THE PUBLIC

0 Object (3 Both ‘[0 Being Considered ] Preservorion work

{1 Distriet {X Building |[] Public Public Acquisition: x] Occupied _ Yes;
1[C] Site {7 Strueture  |[3E Privote L] 1n Process [ Unoceupied C] Restricted
. [0 Unrestricred

in progress ﬂ Ne

PRESENT USE (Cheack Qno or More ax Appropriate)

{1 Agricuitural (J Governmant [ Pork
1 Commarciql D industriol X Privote Residence [J Other (Specity)
[0 Educationa} O miiitory ‘ [ Religious

71 Teanspartotion ] Comments

3 Enverteinment: ™ T Museum {T) Scientific

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

WNER'S NAME

-Colonel. anﬁ Mrsq Frank B. Wade

$TRERT AND NUMSER

Rose Hill, Rose Hill Road

© ICITY OR TowNn; STATE:

cooR

Port Tobacco e : Maryland <0677

CALAYLS

COURTHOUSE, RI!G!“’RY OF DEEDRS. ETC;

Charles County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

Charles Street
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‘La Plata _ Maryland
\
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TITLE OF SURVEY;
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DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Maryland Historical Trust
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7. DESCRIPTION

r-*— T ‘Tr. . TomTmemm T .(Cllack OnO) /
CONDITION [X Excellent | _E’_O:d__ {7} Fair M De'eriovf_ted {3 Ruins ;[:] Unexpased
(Check One) (Check One)
) Altered {7} Unaltered [7] Moved X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE FREBENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Rose Hill is located on the west side of Rose Hill Road, north
of the intersection of Maryland Route 6. The intersection is
approximately two miles west of La Plata, Maryland.

Rose Hill is a five-part, Georgian-style dwelling house. Its

two~story central block has side walls of frame, brick nogged

and sheathed with modern beaded siding. The gable-ends are of
brick, each with a pair of exterior chimneys.

The brickwork throughout is laid in Flemish bond with random
glazed headers.

The central block is five bays long and, in addition to the
regular fenestration, the north facade has narrow SLdelights
flanking the central entrance. The windows have nine-over-
nine sashes on the first story and six-over-six on the second
story. '

The two brick hyphens are short in length and have pent roofs.
Their south walls are nearly flush with the south walls of the
main block and wings. The one-story brick wings have single
interior chimneys on their end walls. The segmental arches of
the hyphens and wings have alternating glazed headers. The

present kitchen'wing (east) is a restoration; the winter kitch-

en was located in the cellar of the main block. The west wing
was the office of the builder of Rose Hill, Dr. Gustavus Rich-
ard Brown.,

The south facade of Rose Hill which overlooks Port Tobacco
Creek, has the more elaborate detailing. The central doorway
on the south is set within an open pedimented pavillion with
flush siding. A bulls-eye window is located within the pedi-
ment which extends above the cornice line of the main block.
A Palladian-style window on the second story is located above
the south entrance. The south door is similar to the north
door, but is wider and more elaborate. It is enframed with
Roman Ionic pilasters and a traceried fanlight.

Early boxwood in formal pattern fills the south lawn which has
several terraces, known locally as "falls," which descend in
levels toward Port Tobacco Creek. :

1.
¢

Rose Hill was in a ruinous condition in 1930, but was restored
during the mid-twentieth century ownership of Mr. and Mrs.
Herbert E. Ryerson.

The area of si&g§£zéu§ acres has been designed to protect Rose
Hill which stands on the crest of a ridge, surrounded by a
field with a barn nearby. An approach through a wooded area

terminates near the house. The front of the house looks south,

over lawns and garden; and further overlooks the descending

[see continuation sheet]
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FfichIHCANCE

PERIODL (Check OUne or More us Appropriate)
{7} Pre-Columbian-
1’} 15th Century

SPECIFIC DA‘.I:Els' It Applicablo and Known)

"} 16th Century
{1 17th Contury i

fourth quarter 18th century

.
] 20th Century
]

130 181 Century
] ]‘)'h('(:n'uly

| ORI - . e .

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check Oue or More as Apprapriate)

Abar iginal | ] Education || Political {1 Urban Planning

{_} Prehistaric . [ | Engineering i | Religion Phi. 3 Other (Spevityv)

21 Histaric 71 Industry lasophy medicine
[ ] Agriculture { | lnvention | | Science i
1 X Acrchitecture X! Landscape | 1 Sculpiure |

11 At Architedture I | Social Human-

Literature

i | Commarco { ttatian

|
i 1 Communications | My b Haeate e o f
i

1] Canservalian .

Mg P

P o tation

STATEMI N Qi SIGNIFICANC . . I
Rose Hill was the home of Dr. Gustavus Richard Brown (1747- i
1804) who was a physician and friend of George Washington as |
well as an avid horticulturist and landscape architect. Dr.
Brown was called to Washington's deathbed at Mt. Vernon, Vir-
ginia,to act as one of the medical advisors.

Dr. Brown was an outstanding Charles Countian who holds an
important place in the history of eighteenth century Maryland.
He studied medicine at the University of Edinburgh and return-
ed in 1768 to practice in his native county. With the coming
of the American Revolution, his medical practice widened to
include soldiers of the Continental Army. Although always
involved in medicine--he was an early (1776) advocate of smallf
pox innoculations and a founder of the Medical and Chirurgical
Faculty of Maryland (1799)--his interests extended to other

INSTRUCTIONS

fields as well.

i the Constitution,

1 county representative to the Maryland convention that ratified

He served as a Charles County judge, as a

and as a member of the Board of Visitors at

St. John's College in Annapolis.

His garden at Rose Hill was

SEE

widely known for its decorative, med1c1nal and culinary

plants.

After the Revolution, Dr. Brown bought four contiguous tracts
| near Port Tobacco which he consolidated and had resurveyed in
+ 1784. Sometime after the 1783 tax assessment, he built Rose
i Hill and laid out its gardens.

Olivia Floyd, a descendant of Dr. Brown, lived at Rose Hill
with her brother and sister in the mid-nineteenth century.
During the Civil War, her sympathy for the South led her into
espionage activities for the Confederacy. Her most famous
escapade occurred in 1864 when Union troops searched Rose Hill
while she was in possession of a secret message for Jefferson
Davis. It concerned the pending cxtradition of Confederate
raiders from Canada, where they had sought refuge, to the i
United States. :
|

In spite of a thorough search, the soldiers missed the andiron!
which was Miss Floyd's hiding place for the message. The next
day she hid the message in her hair and transported it to a

[see contlnuatlon sheet]
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Form 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT QF THE IN TERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [county

‘Charles
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

{Number all entries)
Rose Hill

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS, continued
Historic American Buildings Survey
1969 federal x

Library of Congress
Washington, D. C. code 11

7. DESCRIPTION, continued -

slope of the ridge to Port Tobacco Creek and the site of an

ancient, now nearly abandoned, town and port.

8. SIGNIFICANCE, continued

Confederate signal station on Popes' Creek. The message was
relayed to Richmond in time to save the raiders from a trip

to federal prison.

9. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, contined

Klapthor, Margaret Brown and Brown, Paul Dennis. The History

of Charles County, Maryland. La Plata, Maryland:
Charles County Tercentenary, Incorporated [1958].

Newman, Harry Wright. The Maryland Semmes and Kindred Familied.
Baltimore: "Marylan Historical Society, .
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